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muan X (aars .
Born Aprtl 2_)9), é&QQ ,

-; [/ln*”f?lif .7_, 7 ;,;. 0 ‘
= ]F'Iuvea??gatton Ras Been conduotcd Dy the FBI ..
.ﬂperttnent to your tnqutry concerntng tha aboue-nonod
"tndtutducl. S L

Shmimar

m s o .

. Howvcr, thc ftl'es of‘thu Buregu contcin thc 5
{ozlowtng tasormatton concerning Ellington develéped durtng
ttu couru o,r other uour ity-typc lnvcaﬁgattonu

,r»

ha S
“
vt : !'hc l!ay 12, 1938, tasuc of thc "Datly lorkcr » -:an
‘_J : caat coast Communist newespaper, contained an arttclc capti oned
- < "’B'arzcu Youth Parley Rallies for Joba, Pitece.” This article -
S "listed.Duke Elltngton among the prominent endorsers of thc
N

T firet AlleHarlen Fouth Conference which was o oonvene on
May 13, 1938, in New York City. Thc All-Harlcu Youth .
Conference has been degeribded as Pamong the more oonsptcuoua
Communist=front groups tn the Racial---subclcssification” dy
the Cplifornic Commnitiee on Un-American Aettutttu tn a rcport :
tnucd by that group in 1948 (pcgu s cnd 9‘5). x o N
S " (61-7563~60X6) . : g
Thc “rest Coast Yolzmtear” for Junc and July, "1941, }‘

‘a8 lonthly newvs bulletin published dy“the Henry Katon Post of .
- the Abraham Lincoln Brigade at Los Angiles, California, rc/lcofa
"that the Hollywood Chapter of the Teterans of the Abrahom - -
Lincoln Brigade on July 26, 1941, gave a bdara dance to ‘ranc
funds. The pudlication related that Duke Kllington Aad " ‘
appeared at the dance with a portion eof his bDand.  The Yoteranq ,. 2

of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Nhas been cited by the Attorney o
oencral of the United States as ‘within the purylew of - .

- xzccuti ve Ordcr 9835, A(IOO-"/QW)%B '.103"‘"'-*' - 00"./4‘ wv-’"’ .

X ‘A RS Accordtng to-a reltable source the, Ag'
SZItngton appeared on o Itat of the Qonutttcc of Sponaora <
fcr a cdinner gfven at Ctv & Restaurant, Hollywood, Chltfarnia,.‘
on November 10, 1941. "The dinner was giuven under the auaptccc
of the Ameriogn Commiitee to Save Refugees, the Exiled
‘Writers’ Committee, and the United Anartcan-Spontnh Atd 2
Committess The American Committee to Save Refugjees has been (;/
cited g8 a Communiet front by the Special Conmitteée on Un=
Awerican Activities in g report dated March 29, 1944; the

1o

Mute: Request received 3/25/53: Reason, £llington's ,
Educational Exchange Service. _ L
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.. Bxiled Kriters' Commfttee hgs déen described by the Caltifornia _
;. Committee on Un-Amerfoan Activities fn tts 1948 report as . R
Yestablished by the Communist League of Ameéricaon Priters to =
.. dolster the Comnunist front, Anertoan Commttiee ¢ Save ;7. .. o
Refugeeas The Iriled Friters’ Commiittee worked with other . -
Communisd fronts in the Spanish Conmunsst refugee educations” .-

.‘and, the United Amertoan-Spanish Atd Committee has Deen cited . .

;fﬁg,é;;byjthc Attorney General of the United States aa vithin the .

The 1944 report of the Spscial Coamittee on . 5 -
.. Un=Amertcan dcitvities, House of Representatives, which
. described the Aritista’ Front to Fin the Far as a Communist LT
- .. front, 1isted Duke Ellington as a aponser of that erganfegtion,. .
. at the time of ite debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Nall -
.In New York Ctty, on October 16, 1943. oo L

LA N

" A 7?5829« . AR
e i The June 23, 18 fltZ§u§ é?ggﬂcp‘ﬂggly Forker™ @ ' -
eontained an article coptioned”Segro Tribute to Hit Back ot
Axts Plot Here.™ This article related that Duke Ellington, ... .. =
grong others, was to gppear gt g prograz to be held omn . .
June 27, 1943, designated as' ¢ "Tribute to Negro Servicemen.”
The article stated that the program was_ to De supported by
the Negro Labor Victory Commiitee and the National Vegro .
U Congress, among other organizations. BotX the afore~-nentioned -
+ . ergantsciions Agve deen cited by the Attorney General of the :
- United States as Comaunist vithin the purview of Executive = Q.

Order 9838 1 CLl (61-8728ea) it -

oo The Octoder 7, 1543, issue of the "Datly Borker”.
¢onidned an article captioned "Civic Leaders Endorse Davis.” .
Adcocording to this arsicle Luke dllington, among others, ., . .. .
¥as .10 appear ot the Golden Cate Ballroom on Octoder 24, =
1543, tn a "Davts Yictory Show” %o pay tridute to Benjamin J.
favis, Jr., Communfst Porty ocandidate for the City Council ef

. ¥ew York. The October 10, 1943, issue¢ of the Yoatly Forker”™,
. <. in an article captioned "Ben lLavis Candidacy Arouses Natfongl ~ -
© .. Interest,” related that Duke Fllington Yas among those dacking
- Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., for City Counctl. = It te to de noted : -

v
B
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i v_;,.tk;at_'Benjcatn Jo Davis, Jr., New York City Councilagn, was .
. "omong the National Board mexbders of the Comaunist Porty 77 oo

convteted tn OUnited States District Court, New Iork, Yerw

Jork, of vtelating the Smith dct. {100 149163-4) 7

W

T See T Information was received from g f:ztablc spurce .
=7 .8n January, 1944, that Duke Kllington Aad mailed eut - e
" _approzirately 1500 lettsrs on dashalf of the National - =" - ier -
+.  Comxittee to Aboliah the Poll Tar and that she Committée sl T
""x 7. had Dbeen receiving money from the people Allington contacted. . =~ -
;<. . The Nattonal Committee to Adolish the Poll Tar hos deen :
[ - etted by the Caltfornia Conmittee on Un-American Activities
. 'in_their 1947 report as "among the Comnuntist=front organtzations -
ST por racial agitation” which also serve e "money-gollecting 4
o medtas T Wl T (100-11507-204, pags 20) e e
R It has been reliadly reportec that in o "raport of
_the Fationagl Beard” presented by one Herd Signaer at the R
. 'Americon Joutlh for Democracy Natfonal Convention, June 13-
- -16, 1946, Reld IR New York, New York, the following was
preeenteds "The New York 'Tribdute to Fats Facller' ot : )
Carnegle Fall in April, 1S4¢, sponsored by American Youth for
l'emocracy, turnec tnto a trexendous, spontaneous demonatration
" of tnier-ragcial unity.” Among those who Joined vith American
. Fouth for Democracy ftn this eveant weres Duke Bllington~~==gnd ‘= -~
- others toonumerous to mention.” Amertcan Youtk for Lemocracy
. has been cited by the Attorney General of the United Stotes
% .68 Communist within the purview of Ezecutive Order $835, <
S g (61-777-742, p41 EE
o On Moy 1¢, 1944, according to o feliacdle source
@ concert was held at Carnegte Hall, Kew iork City, under the
sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fasctst Refugee Conmittee. -
Duke Ell¢ngton was said to have volunteered his professiongl
aervices for this concert which was reportedly attended dy
2000 persons. The Joint Anti-Faacigt Refugee Committee has
been ctted dy the Attorney General of the United States gs
. Communtst within the purvisw of Arecutive Order 9835, ol
R T P (100-7061-631 geoi':" sl T
oo ' The "Datly Worker® of August ¥, 1944, im an article
captioned "Stars Lead Coast Democratic Commitice®, reflected
that Bandmgater-Corposer Duke Kllington wgs a member of the -
Executive 3oard of the Hollywood Democratic Committes. The

*
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-.-;.Eollywoed Deloarctsc Gountttcc baa bccu citcdwby the Golgforn{‘
Conmittee on Un-American Acttvities 3n o rcport tcaucd m

51948, az @ Connuntat.front.l {100-28825¢q1) -y

Ao rhc anuary 2, 1948, ‘tssue of the 'Datly 'orter" ;
i contataed an article caoptioned "Iugoslav Reltef Opene 1946 °
" Drive.™ Thia article stated that the American. Oonntttee‘fcr
jlhgoslcv Rellsf had opened $ta 1546 activities with o Town ..
- 8all benefit concert, whtch concert was sponsored dy JDuke
;:1511tngton aaang others ~ The 4Amertcan Committew for Iugoclav
‘Relief, Incorporated hae been cited by the Attorney General
“of the United Staies g8 Comauntat vithin tho purvtcn,qu-

o Ezcouﬂ vc Ordcl‘ 9836. f (100.213159.4)

St e -?AAccordtng to a reliabdle source Duke tll!ugton 8. &l

'_}uﬁ--“g clected to the Board of Directors of the Independent Citizens -

Tl Comnittee of the Arta, Sctences, and Professtons, Incorporgted :

at the annuagl membership meeting of that ergantazation held

ot the Alvin Theater, New York City, on Fedruary 10, 1940.

-The Indqpendcnt Citizens Comnittee of the Aris, Sciences,. -

“and Profecstons Ras been cited as g Communist front by the

- Congressional Comnittee on Un-American Aotivities in o rcport e

Jtcaued by that _group en April 39, 1951, and tn othcrl o o oEe

: : (109-338692=45 X P
e ra. ”Brooklyn Saglc s G New Yorgagtty publtcatton,»a-'

on Hby 53 1947, ‘contained agn article concerning @ dazaar ’ )

‘which had opened on Nay 4, 1947, sponsored by the Hnttanai

Council of American-Soviet F%!cndchip. According to ‘this '~

"article the Bazaar opened with g variety concert ataming Dukc -

_E1ltngton gmong others. The National Council of Americon~ str~.“"'

Soviet Friendehip has beén cited by the Attorney General of - ..

the United Stateb a8 Ceanuntct within the purutow qf S:couttucr}w!

Order ‘9835- < (100-146984-1301p37)

. . 4 Ibw Iork City pudlication 'Thc Ieu Leadcr" taauc
. oj’Saptenbar 80, 1950, contained e fcaturc orticlc dy bukc T
_ " El1tngton captioned "No Red Sonps For Ke”.  'In a Jorwvard te
ﬂw___ this ariicle the editors of ihe afors-mentioned publication’

2. "stated that the "Datly Forker™ ta fts Nay 27, 1950, taaue,’ .

" - aond agosn $n tscues dated August 85, and Auguat 27, 1850, :
publighed stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the
Stockholm Peace Petition. The forward continued that when
Ellington returned from a European tour he immediately
repudiated the stories printed by the “Latly Borker", and had
guthored the crticle folloring cs o further repudiation..

SECURITY INFOAMATION-CONVIDRAI'TAL
-de i
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He stated that apparently Ais telegram hadn't had much

qﬁfect and he wos toking this opportunity fn ¥YThe New Lcadcr";-?3 

.t state that unless his name was removed fron the so-called -

¥Stockholm Petitiens™ within 48 hours after pudlication of -

the statement, he, Elltngton, would guthorize Ais attorney .
“to degin legal proceedings ogatnat thoae who were “trying to

'1; defane my name cnd reputation.” In this griicle £llington

~
¢

”ilgﬁif' "' The foregoing fnformation fs detng Jurntahad ce the .
“pesult of your request for an FB8I ftle check only and §s Rot

_Jurther stated "I've never been tnterested tn politfcs $n-- {f“;f’fp
" my whole 1lifs, and don't pretend to know anythtag adout -

internattonal affairs. The only Conmuuts- I know te that

of Jesus Chriet., I don't know anyother.” He further stated
-that during the laat war he had helped sell bonds faer the .
‘purpose of defeating Germany, Japan and Italy, and i{a the .. .

‘event of arother war hc ¥ould help sell donds to dqfcat nha- DT

ever ts thcn 4dmertoa's caCIy-. (100-370500-4)

to be consirued as ¢ clearance or nenclearance eof the.

'li tadividual tnvolved. It ts betng furnished for your .'._:u

confidential $nformation and fs not to be dtsaeltnatcd
outatdc qf your departlcnt. T _

e -

aSe
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qu illington's article he atated that during o stoy ¢a .. i ... .
-&tockholm, Sweden, tn the course of a European tour, Ae hAad

- deen approached dy an fadividugl who requestéc that he, -
:Elltngton, sign a paper indicating opposition to the gtom "
. hombds E1lington dented stgning the paper and stated that .
~the tndividual Aad departed. Hs continues by stating that -
‘when he arrived dack fn the United Stotes people degan tclltng'ﬂ;:;
“ " hitm that the "Daily Forker” hod written a atory about Ais u;- et
S0 .having stgned @ Communist petitien whereupon he fmamediately o
.8ent a vire demanding that Afs name de removed from the ~;i=g;
petttton and thregtening a legal suit tf this was mnot donc.‘~~*'¥f’=
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' Ko mvectigntion haa boen eonducted by t.ho FBI
mh;gazlfo your anuh-y concomins the abovo-nmed o
‘ v

Howovor, the filos of thia Burean oontam the -
£0llowing 1nrorxaeion eoncerning Ellincton developed during
the course of other security=t mveatigatim! .

_ v The May 12, 1938, iscue the "Da.ny Uorker.
o) ecst coast Cormmmnilst newspaper, ¢ontained an articlo cmtianad
®arlom Youth Parley Rellies for Jobs, Peace.” This article

1isted Dulze Ellin~ton anong the prominent endorsers of the

first Allelicrlen Youth Ccnro“ence which wes to convene on

Moy 13, 1933, in Fow York City,} The All-llarlen Youth

Conforonce has been dosoribed Be "among the more eansplcuous

Corvnmist-front groups in the Recial—e-gubelagsificztlon” by
16 Californie Cormittoe on Un-kmrlcan Actlvities in a ro;;ort

;ssuod by that group tgl % s -é”fgf 73 & 75)e

The Miest Coast Volunteer" for June snd J‘uly, 192,1,
a2 monthly neuws bulletin publighed by the Honyy Taton Post o:

e Abrahsn Linecoln Brigade et Los Angoles, California, -
reflecteod thet the Hollywood ter of the Vetorans of the
Avraham Lincoln Brigade on July s Eave a barn dance to
rdlse funds, The publication T Salod ihat Duite E3iincton had
appeared at ths dance with a portion of hils band,) The Veterans
of the Abreham Lincoln Brigade has been cited by the Attorney
Genaral of t-e United States as within !;he pm'view 01'

mxoeubive Order WSy (100 ooco o TR .

-
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A eonfidential sowree who has rurniahod nliablo

7 gnpormtion in the past aivised that the memo of Dulte R
Ellington appeared on & 1ist of the Cormittes of Sponssrs -«

for a dinner given ai Ciro's Restewrant, Hollywood, mmm,
om Fovember 10, 1A:l, The dinner was gi
_of ths Amerlcan Comaittse to Save Refuzees, the Exiled

7 Mpiters! Committes, and the United American-Spanish Afd . .-

Cormittee,) Tho Araerican Coxittes to Save Refurees has been

. eitod es & Compymist front by the Specisl Coreiittee an Une -
- -+ Amoriean Activities in a report dated Hareh 29, 19ilis the '~
" Exilod Writers?! Cormilttee has been ddscrived Lg the California

© Corzittee on UneAmerican Activitles in its 1943 report as

Yostablished by the Commmist Leasue of Anerican Writers to '

- Dbolster the Carnmist front, American Comriitises to Save
. Refuceca, Tho Exiled Writers' Corrmittee worizad with othor

-’ Comrvinlst fronts in the Spanilsh Coxzmmist refuges edicationg®

and, the United Amcrican~Spenish Ald Comilttee hes been ocited
by tha Attorney General of the lku.t?f 8t?8gf ffs’rithin tha ST
purvieuw of Lxscutive Order 10,50, ) - - o

The 19.1; report of tho Spoelsl camittee o
Un-Americen Acotlvities, House of Representetives, which
desorliced the Artists? Pront to Kin the War &s a Coerirmist

front, listed Duks Ellington as a spansor of that organlzetiong

at me tine of its debut at a masg meeting at Ca.megio Eall, g

11: Kew ?’crk City, -7§823:2%g’ 1"‘%76) - , N
" The June 23, 1943, isgue of the "Dany Waz-l.ar"-

cmtamod en artiole eeptioned "Hecro Tribute to Hit Beck at’ e

~ Axis Plot Hare," This article rolzted thet Duke Ellington,
othors was to agedar at & progcran 4o be held on -
‘ Jma .ﬂ designa a8 a "Iribute to Negro Servicemen,®
ic atcd trat the oran was to be supported by
the Haoxo nsbcr Vietoxry € ttee and the Ba*iami Yecro
Congresa, among other organizations, Both the safore-nentlonsd
organizetions have boon eited dy the Attorney General of the

United States aa Co: %_Aj)thin the purview of Exscutlive

&

| Orger IdJ,Sé, T ( .

ven under the auspieeu o
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o R " 9he Ostoder 7, 133, 1ssus of the "Dally Worker®. .- - .

o sontained an ertlels tim& a0ivie Leaders Endorse DNavise™ -
- - Aecarding to this erticlo Dule rton, anong othorse .o
was to appear at the Golden Cate o Octodbor 25, AR

: -

.. .1943, In & "Pavis Vietory Show" to tribute to Benjarin J, . -
.. Davis, Jre, Commmlst Party esndidate for the Cit Counecil of - _
© New York, The October 10, 193, issus of the "L Worker,® .
"~ - in en articls esptioned "Uon Davis Candidacy Arousos Hationel - - -
s Intorost,® pelated that Duko Ellington uas among those beoldrg .. -
"+ .- Denjamin Je DPavis, Jr,, foar City Council, It is o be noted - .- |
thet Bonjuiin J, Devis, Jr., Bew York Oity Comoilman, was = - .
smong the Fational Board werbers of the Commmist ?aréy SRERT S
.. eonvicted Iin United States Distriot Court gew }'ork, Bow . ...
* Yark, of violating the Snith Ast, (100-149163~a) % " = .-

. P Information was roceived from a confidentisl source
who has furnished relisble information in the pest that in
‘Jenunxy, 19, Duke Ellington hed malled cut gproxinately L
1200 16tters on bohalf of the Nctional Committcs to Abolish ™
the Poll Tax snd that the Camitice had been rocelving mozey
from the pesple Ellington emtacted, The National Commitice
to Abolish the Poll Tex has bson eitod by the Californie
Comiittce on UneAmorican Asctivities in their 19,7 report as’
"en-ng the Commmist-front organizations for racisl acitstion® -

'dhiehalao mm(ﬂomm&m%ﬁwﬁ S

- Acaording to a source who has funisghod reliabls
" dnfermation in the past, in & "report of tha FHailonel Board®
rogented by ona Hord sf.gner at ths Amordican Youth for - -
mocreey Hetionel Convention, June 13-16, 1916, beld In - ™ .
_ Tow York, New Yorl, the followlng was prosented, The New - .
York Tvibute to Fats Wallor! st Carmegie Hell in April, 19hk,
sponsored by Amoriean Youth for Demderacy, % intoa . .
. $remendous, spontancous demonstratiom of gm‘,er-racial mitye
. Among thoso who jolned with Amorlcan Youth for Democracy in = .
tiig event were Ellingtone-==and others too nmuraerous to - °
mention,® Amorican Ysouth for Demosracy hes been elited dy - . ™
the Attorney Coneral of the United States as Cormunist within
the purview of Exeeutive Ordor 1050e -~ _ .. R

(61—7'_77-6ha. 'p.m). s o

- 3 -
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Oon Hay U, 1 3 s accarding $o a confidentisl sourcs
77 vho has furnished relisbis information in tho past, @ concert
. was held st Cammogle Hall, Xew York City, under the smm R
"z~ ghip of ths Joint Ant1-Feselst Refugee amzittee. A
P Ellington wes sald to have volunteered his professicnal ‘~}i A
- w7 services for thils eoneert whlch was reportegy attended by s¢
:t 70 2,000 peraons, The Joint AntieFascist Refugee Commalttee has -
T baon cited by thoe Attorney Genorlgx; of the Unitod States as -
| Ccmmmist within m&og%i -63{ °§3S'1" Order 1014500 g

e T : m "Nally ¥arker® of August Ts 1n en artich
T cwtioned "Stars Lead Coast Nemoeratie c ttee, reflected
T A thaf; BandmastareComposer Dule Ellington wes g menbor of the -
- 7 Exeeutive Boaré of the Hollywrod Demoerntiec Cormittee, The

- 27 . Hollywood DPeavcratie Cormittes has been clted by the California -
Sl C'cwanittoe on Un-Amoriean Activities in a report 3.asuod m ;

____191, s 88 & Coemmiat front, (100-13875)4-&)

S - %he :mry 2, 1946, tssum of the "Peily Worker".
""'oontaimd en article eartioned *fusoslav Rellef Opens 196 -
I'rive,” This article staled that tho Anericm Camittee for
Yucoslavy Rellef had opened its 19156 activitlies with & Toun
Rall benefit ooncort, which concort wes sponsored by Duls

.77 Ellington among others, Tho American Comrilttea for Yugoslavy -
L5077 - Relief, Imcorporated has been cited Ly the Attornoy Gonersl -
. eof the United Stfg;ea as szmiat withi.n the purview cf

I ‘Exocutive Order 10450, (100-212169-11) ] o
S JEe Acecrdxng to & eonfidential source who haa t:xmished
" paliable informction in the pest Duke Elungtcn was elected
to the Board of Tirectors of the Indepondent Citirzens
- . Carmittee of the Arts, Soloneos, and Professions, mcmted, :
. st the annual membership meeting of that organization held = -
at the Alvin Theater, Bew York City, on February 10, 196, -
. The Independent Citizens Committoe 01’ the Arts Soiencoa, and_ o
. .Profesglions hes boen olted as a Corxunlst front b Tt -

.Y+ Congressional Camlttes on Un-fAmerican Activities :ln | repoz'!;
> BT usaed by that gmup on April 25, 1951, and m ot.hers.
AL T oL (100-3338924-}5 P- 8)

A R R e

" «

-"1".“‘; IR ‘- . -

ey

£ S TAL



rjp | cdm;x.nnu@‘ ) |

d

The "Brooklyn Hagle™, a New York City publication,
...... . onHay 5, 1947, eon d an artlicle eoncerning a bazaar
2T which had cn::d on May 4, 1947, ored by the Hational .- . . .-
. Gouncil of lcan-Soviet Friendship, According to this - - . =
- articls ths bazasr opencd with a varlety concurt starring . ..
- 7 - Dake Ellington among others. The Hational Council of Amorican-

-~ Soviet Priendship has boen eited by the Attorney Goneral of -
i i the United States as Commmnist within the purview of Exccutlive . -
ot oAt A How York City lication "Tho New Leader™ lssue - - .-
‘. - of September 30, 1950, econt: & feature articls by Duke . =

. ¢+ Ellington captioned "Ho Red Songs For Be.® In & forward to - 0
“.w7 this artlicle the editors of ths afore-montioned pudblication .- -
L7 stated that the "Dally Worker®™ in 3%s May 27, 1950, 4ssus, .. .
T and agaln in issues dated August 25, and August 27, 1950, .-
o 11shed stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the -

. tockholm Peace Petition. The forward eontinued that when .. = -

" . Ellington returned from & Europcan tour he frmediately S
repudiatod the storles printed by the *Dailly Worker,®™ and had = -
authored the article following as a further ropudistion. . . -

In Ellinctonts article he statod that duringc a stay in -
Stockholm, Sweden, in the course of a Buropcan tour, hs hsad
been spproached by an individual who requested that ho,
. ‘Ellington, slcn & pspor indicating opposition to the atom
- . -~ bombe Blling denled signing the papor and stated that .. .. ...
"« the individual had de o Ho continuss by stating that
. .5 when he arrived dback the United States poople began tslling
him that the *Daily Worker" had written a story about his -
having sirnad a Carmunist petition whereupon he fraucdiately
. ..8ent & vire demanding that his namo be removed from the S
ST ggtition and threatoning & legal sulit if this was not done, -
3 atated that apparently his telegram hadn't hsed much .
effoct and he was taking this opportunity in "The New Lesder® - .
.+ to stats that unless his namo was removed from the so-called
- - ®Stockholm Petitions” within 48 hours sfter publication of -
- --the statement, he, Ellington, would snthorize hia attornsy
- . to bogin legal proceedingcs against those who were " to - ..
S o defeme my name and reputation.' In this artilele Ellington - -
<+  furthor stated "I've nover beon interestod in politica in - -
' =my vhole life, and don't tond to mow ln{thiza about
. intermatlonal affairs, only $Communism' I know is that -

nA .o
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oo ,.of Jesus Christ. I don't know any othsr." He furthor stated
. " that during the last war bo had helped sell bonds for the -

ss of defeating s & and Italy, and in the -

"""'.’m%or snother war be dho sell donds todoreatwbo-

B ever 3.: than knarica'l onew. (62-60527-335u9)

rrrrrr

L e rmgoin.g infornetion is furnlahed to rou a8

4-,: roault of your request for an FBI file check and is not
to be construed as a clearsnce or & nonclearance of the m-
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE - .
OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
b Paris 8, France
Date: March 21, 1961
A To:  Director, FBI : \\/n
@\\: From:  Legat, Paris (100-0-115l) .
1 . 6 v
Subject: EDWARD KSNNEDY ELLINGTON
. SM - C
bl

: As indicated in Paris routing slip dated 1/
data contained in relet was i d

ormation on l/ 6/61 (ﬁd(‘bﬂ

on 3/10/61 advised that
‘the subject stayed at the Hotel de la Trémoille, 1l rue de
la Trémoille, Paris 8, 11/21/40 - 1/7/61. He was in France
to direct the orchestration of the film "Paris Blues", which
was- being made at the motion picture studios locsted in
Boulogne-~sur-Seine, France, for the Jason Monica Corp. and

\
\g Associated Artists, 25.rus d'Astorg, Paris 8, : f&ebdid not

c v70
- Bureau (1 - New York) Class. &
b\g;lW§L
D=3 YSST . F

vm,”

- Paris ;v yNFORMATION CONTAINEReason-FCIN
D:CM HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Date of Rev
SHOWE
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N i’llingtou kas mever been tnveatigatad By RIYEY Furcaw

4 n/:/ : e e N
'/ﬂu publ tta& o “Bto'g'mphy,."' ia 1941 c'o'n;'

. tained a bdlograp hy~£3‘ E12ing am toJa reflected Iw%ua born on

April 29, 1899, in foqatagton, 5»iC3 and that heimud one -eon,

Merger E1lingtop, -bAgJupds ttending“‘the JuilI fagd’ School of
Music tn Iem Iork, Iép Io 1'."’;4;:‘ ; r R S

L L ‘()V‘&‘ -: ” -: ';
‘On l}ag 12, 3338‘1«‘& “"'m’ﬂv l'orkq\r'} an@taat coast

_ conmuntst newvspaper, . cantatne an articlc‘\‘capﬂ‘on i ®Harlen J’outh

Pcrlcy Rallied—for-Jobs, Peace.” _The article re 2cted that the.

ftrat‘ A1¥ Horlem Youth Conference would econvene Ah Moy 13, 1938. .

- Duke Ellington m} ‘listed as one of the prontnent endorgers of .
“the conference. A connection with the Al1 Harlem Youih Con-
fcrenoe, the 1948 Report o7 the California Committee om = "+~

Un-American Aotiyitiea reflected: "Nothiag more plataly a

reveals the fraud ond dishonesty of tke Communiststhan the

57 GOURIER S¥C- , Az)
23 3l 'A y o *
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however, the ftles of tMa aureuu contaiu the follmoing tnfar- B
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‘atnister stirring of entngdniansqf one racfal group against
another.cees 4dmong the more conspicuous Coamunist-front groups
tn the Rhct%}...aubclaasificattqn.;.(ta) 411 Horlem Youth
Conference.” (51.7563-60x5) - = - e

’ The June-July, 1941, tssue of the "Fest Coast
Yolunteer,” c publiecation of the Henry Eaton Post of the
Abrahan Lincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, Californtia, reflected
that on July 26, 1941, the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans
of the Abrahox Lincoln Brigade had given @ darn donce to rcise
Sunds. The erticle reflected that Duke Ellington Rad appeared
at the dance. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigcade has
been designated bdy—the Adtornvy Teneral pursucnt to Erecutlve
Order. 10450.  (100-7060-97 page ¢) T T

On Xovember 10, 1941, a dinner was given at Ciro's
Restaurant, Hollywood, Coltfornic, under the cuspices of the
drerican Comnittee to Save Relugees, the Eriled Friters
Comnittee, and the United American Spenish Aid Committee.

The program for the dinner listed one Duke Ellington as deing
on the Committee of Sponsors fo>r the dinner. The American
Comnittee {0 Scve Refucees was cited aa a communist front by
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated March 29, 1944. The Colifornia Committee on Un-American
Activities in 1948 described the Exriled Friters Comnittee as
an organization established by the communist League of American
Friters to bolster the communist front, ithe American Comnmittee
. to Save FRefugeea. The Exiled Sriters Coamittee was further
reported as having worked with other conmunist fronts and in
192 merged tnto the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The
United American Spanish Aid Commitiee has been designated dy—
.the—-Atiorney -G @2 purguant to Erecutive Order 10450,
(100-7061-115) EE o
-7 . The report of the Special Coamitteze on Un-Amertican
~Acttvittes, United States Lcuse of Representatives, published
In 1944, reflected that the Artists' Front to ¥in the War
made ¥ts dedut at a mass meeting at Cornegfe Hall, New York,
dew York, on October 16, 1942, KExhidit Number 1, set out &n the
report, which appears to be o program o the above-descrided
Rass meeting, reflected Duke Ellington as one of the sponsors.
The Artistas’ Front to Tin the War was cited as a communist froat
by the Special Committee on Un-American Actirvities in a repor
doted Morch 29, 1944. (57.7582-1298 page 576) ‘
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Seo 1 On Junc 23, 1943, tkc "Duny rorter" contatned an
RPN crttclc captfoned "Negre Tribute to Hit Back at Azta Plot Here”
I o which reflected that a "I'ridbute to Icgro Servicemen” was to be
: , held on June 27, 1943, $n XNew York, New York. The aorticle
o - reflected Duke Eilfngton was one of the ariists who would be
presented. ZThe tridute was supported dy the ¥egro Labor Victory
- Committee and the Natitonol Negro Congress among other orgoni-
- .zattons. The Negro Labor Victory Committee ond the National

Negro Congrese have been designated dy—the—Attorney General - - -
pursuant to Srecutive Order 10450. (61-6726-4) . .

: On Octobder Z’ 1943, the "Datly Worker” contatned
an article captioned "Civié Leaders Endorse Dovis.™ The
orticle concerned Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., the Communist Party
caondidate for city councilman tn New York Ctty. The artticle
reflected ¢ "Davis Victory Show™ waa to de Aheld on Octoder 24,
1943, at the Colden Gate Bsillroom tn New York, New York.

Duke Ellington was menticned as one o I'f the artists Moho will
poy tribute to the Conamunist leader. On Octoder 10, 1543,
AThe ¥orker,” the Sunday edition of the "Doitly ¥orker,"” con-
tained an article coptioned "Ben Davis Candidacy Arouses Not'l
Interest.” The article reflected: "From the mrld of art

this week came backing from...Duke Ellingtoneees™ (100.149163-4)

. A confidenticl informant who has furniahed reliadle
information in the past, advised in 1944, that Duke Elltagton
Aad mailed out approrimately 1500 letters on behalf of the
Notional Commitiee to Abolish the Poll Yar and that the
comnittee had been receiving momey from the people Re had
contacted. The Californta Cormittee on Un-Amerfcan Activities
tn 1947 desoridbed the National Committee to Abolish the Poll
Tar as being amaoag the comrunist froat orgonizations for racial

agitation which also ser oney-collecﬁng nedia. ” b2 b
(100-11507-204; - ]
At the national convention of the Awe rican Youth Sor

Democracy held ta New York, New York, in 1946, the report of
the Nattonol Board wos presented om June 15, 1946, The report,
tn reviewing activities of the American I’outh Jor Democracy,
reflected that the "Tribute to Fats Woller” held at Carnegie
Ball, New York, Xew York, in April, 1544, had been cponaored
by the American Youth for Democrocy. The report stated that
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‘the leettng Aad turaed tato & 'trclendous, cpontoneoua deuonatru-
tion of inter-raciasl unity.™ The report further reflected that
Duke Ellington wos among those individucls who Jotned with the
American Youth for Democracy In this event. TAe American Youth

~ Jor Democracy has been designated bi—theAttorney-General '
purauant to E:ecutive Order 10450. (61-777-742-page 41)

ET
1)
bi

Y | conftdenttcl tnfbrnant who Aas furnished reItablc
tnfornatton in the post,advised ¥n 1944 that on May 14, 1944,
8 concert was Aeld at Carnegie Hall tn New York, New York, under
the sponsorship of the Joint Anti~Fascist Refugee Comnittee.
The informant adviged thet Duke Kllington was aaong the persons
who volunteered thelr professional services for the concert,
The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee Aos deen designated

eﬂ?rci pursuant to Brecutive Order 10450,

(100-7061-631)

On August 7, 1944, the "Datly ¥orker™ contatued an
article captioned “Stars Lead Cocast Dem. Committee, ™ which
reflected that bdandmaster-composer Duke Ellington was a membder
of the executtve board of the Bollywood Democrotic Committee.
The report of the California Committee on Un-Admerican Activities
tn 1948 descrided the Bollywood Democratic Commitiece as ¢
oommuniat front organized in 1942. (100-138754-4)

On January 2, 1946, the "Datly Worker™ containcd an
arttcle captioned "Yugoslav Relief Cpens 1946 Drive.” The
article reflected that the American Committee for Yugoslav
‘Reltef opened $ts 1946 activities with a concert the preceding
evening ¥n New York, New York. Duke Ellington was listed as
one of the sponsors of the concert. The Amertcan Committee
Jor Yugoslav Reltef, Incorporated, Ahas been destignated by-the
AttorneyGeneral pursuant to Erecutive Order 10450. (100-212469-A)

: .. On March 11, 1946, the "Nashington Daily News"
contctned an article captioned fPolttictanc Fye Ickes New
Role of Propket for 10 Million Yoters.” The article reflected
Jormer Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes Rad become
erecutive chairman of the Independent Citizens Comaittee of the
Arts, Scitences, and Professions. The article rej!ected Fsome
notable Negro artists and authors are on his committee’s
natton__ board of directors or are vice-chalrren. A4mong ithem
are Duke Ellington, band leader,....” The Independent Citizens

CONFIDNETIAL SE ET
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Comnittee of the Arts, Sciencés, and Professions wos cited as
o coamunist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American
Activities, /iouse Report Numder 1954. (100-338892-41)

. On May S, 1947, the "Brooklyn Eagle,® o daily news-
paper published in Brooklyn, New York, reflected that a bazaar

sponsored ly the Hetional Council of smerican-Saviet Friendship

had opened with a variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City
Center Casino Ballroom, New York, New York. The article
reflected that Duke Ellington wos one of the persons storring
in the concert. The Kational Council of American-Soviet
Friendship has been desiunated by tae-Adttaorney Generel
pursuani io Lzecutive drder 1045G. . (100-146964-1301 page 17)

Ur. September 30, 1559, "The HNew Leoder,” a weekly
magczine, contained an article captioned "No Red Songs For He"
by Duke Ellington. A foreword by the editors indicated that
the "Daily Worker,” on May 2%, 1950, had first repor ted that
Ellington had signed ihe. Stockholm Peace Petittion and that on
4August 20 and 27, 1950, cdditional stories had been published
repeating the sane felse cleim. It was algo stated thot .
£llington, upon his return from o Luropean tour, had repudiated.
the allegations. In the article, illington denied signing the .
petition and told of his efforts to get his name removed. The
Stockholn Peace Petition was "Cited as Communist” by the
Congressional Comnittee on lin-4mericen Activities in o statement
tssued July 13, 1950. (100-370500-4)

- o T e

The foregoing information is furnished as o result
of wour reguesgt and is not to be construed as a clecrence or
nonclearance of the indivicduol involved. It is furnished for
your coafidential informotion and ts not to be disseminated
outside of your agenc(g,m“

-

TaL

CoRFIPETIAL§ Eﬁ& T o1aviwic

-5—



- e mhiate or eI EF R LB AAS  nean s 1
O R IR P L SR VIR 2

-

o L,
X ’ orig & 1
Ty Yellows .

, b”k'.

| H . | o | | 30 ‘.'l’ickler/

SEE REVERSE ... -
- N
} oposrmzaazzon )

LA

=

ST R e T I ImomAAiléﬁ‘conTAxxm
g Pl R AR SR o et oy e -
Fromg’’ ~ John Edger Hoover, DiraeciaP . _%;ﬁ}swcggoxug ‘
Federal Bureau of Inwcstigation YEINSEHERE HOW i, 4
‘ ' b1d_ §

5 .
i{ -

Subject:

225 Bu=

e JEREDRTI IE R o b

S L ghiecte Sy adytaé thatl a preliminary check
. ef our Jiles rc_b'e?l*l'l"-}_gugqgouc‘ri]é?"bcn‘ on the above~. .
womed {RAjvidudlsy ‘which pill feceseltate gn eztens
eview,

— B 0- 4374555
e .~ RECORDED - 98 i A —115

Rty Ty 3 et ] ATy
o 18 185
»;er! RIS

—_ it
o |

t

EEXLe

SR ..
= .




-. .. CO ENTlAt "1 =~ Lisison Section
DBy L2 - L
BECLASSIFY O 25 Z | 3

[~-~T7 #7425

S-DWl FCR winto- '. 1
. CJ‘So:rICATIM
fA\ T Ol BT

TATE AGENCIES

. APPROPR

D OFFICES '

[

‘ N his matter 15 bef@;'mcm@ tp the Legal Attache
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" pmairons | §AC, WEW YORK, AND LoAL ATTAGHE, PARIS .

Penerawt o o Jor the informatlon of the legal Attache, subJect was
" _never the subject of & maln ocase file, However, Bureau files &
“ . iAndicate that[Ellington has had some affiliation with numerous -
< ... communist fron

"~ the Hollywood Chapter of the Veter ns of the Abraham Lincoln .- -‘:

- poll Tax. . Furthermore, Ellington reportedly volunteered his

He appeared at another concert in 1947 aponsored by the National

i * - council of American-Soviet Priendship, He also, according to .= |

r.‘ .

" an srticle in the October 10, 1943, 1ssue of “The Worker,
- gponsored the candidacy of Benjamin J, Davis, Jr., Communlist -

born 4/29/99 at Washington, D. C.

~" musician who is presently travellng abroad, according to -
- Anformation recelved by Bureau from State Department in

T professional services for a concert held in 1944 in Carnegle Hall,
New York, sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, " '~

Party candidate for city oounc{iffr_in New York, - Ellington was .-

" NOTE ON YELLOW: Subject not on SI. :Hé is well-known Negro .

' ‘memorandum received 12/21/60. ANEENMEE> oy L D

groups such as the [All-Harlem Youth conference,xﬂ:,iﬁ

h

- ‘Brigade, the American Comittee to Save Refugees, the Artistst © V.

. Proot t5 Win the War and the National Committee.to Abolish the ' -

L .
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“THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON 23, D, C. .
, DEPARTMENT OF STATE
S R ' WASHINGTON

Al

November 21, 1960

FEI Liaison: 'Eogsd

Re: Edward Kennedy Ellington K/a Duke
Born: April 29, 1899 Ellington
Place: Washington, D. C.

Residence: 1619 Broadway
New York, New York

Bureau File Number: Unknown

Passport Number: 1204297 issued September 2L,
) 1958 at New York; renewed
November 15, 1960 at N. Y.

Attorney: None

Travel Plans:

Port of Departure: New York
Date of Departure: November 19, 1960
Means of Transportation: Unknoun ~
Proposed Length of Stay: Two months | FOI/FA #_;_8\& 7, 2724
o APPEAL ‘»',‘*' s e
Countries to be Visited: France CIVILACT, #_ . :
. E.0. % o —
Purpose of Trip: Business DATE_7/2%/%6 1% “IAM

Bef—ta L&
PASSPORT OFFICE _

PT/L - Robert D. Johnson

o FBINFON. /:
CLASSIFIERDY. . =~ e
Q- 2oA_-.

o DECLASSEIQN. 2

"COPiES DL3TRGYLD

352 JuL 14 1970 L
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: T ’ o8 oft S
\ R TO P paTe; May 23, 1962 ; '?/'g:?e‘;cz N
Q . o ,-"‘;Tl’ouer . o
] 'l "Tele. Rcom
EE . ‘ SEZ REVERSE
(Q\p FROM : : SIDE ¥eR
N ' ctivity Promoter : CLASHIFICATION . _

[

‘ ' ACTION
THE FIRST/INTERNATIONAL JAZZ .

; , % .
AN o
Lo
é,

S FESTIVAL, WASHINGTON, D. 05 s

LAS.S‘*E‘ED BY: ' ’zga's . rgg'n, > : / é? & ', I ;
DECLASSIFY ON- 25X 7" Dete/oXReview SXN2 Z g2 -I; . %f:%’?g{{g\&
/ "‘?'¢¢’%=.7&73 Enclosed circular is one of a number receivedf?rom—axe Depdr ;}{ of N\

Justice Recreation Assgciation for possible distribution among our employees. " \
The circular announces sponsorship of captioned festival by the President's Committee e

' of the People to People Program listing Gunther Schuller as Musical Director and . %
' oo ' WY

Duk?(Ellington as Musical Host,

,,,,,, rcr—.

~Bureau indices are negative as to . However, Bufile.
contains the nam as an ex-crew member of "Graf

. Spee, " married to years ol age, Paraguayan citizen,

- Letter 3-12-46 from Legat, Montevideo, Uruguay, placed#name among
s 24 individuals, all former crew members of the "Graf Spee” or "Tacoma' who were
not repatriated to Germany on 2-16-46, Letter also advised the State Department's
secret instruction dated 12-18-48 specified that case histories be prepared concerning
individuals ‘suggésted for repatriation. x WU l ) o

T Concgrning Duke Ellington, Bufj b

e 100-4344%3 contains a Bureau
. communication t
by th

, Z)t this individual as Edward Kennedy

+ Ellington had never beefrinvestigated au but the following substance of the
information was furnished-famgeSatile. Ellington has had some affiliation with
numerous communist front groups such as the All-Harlem Youth Conference, the
Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, the American
Committee to Save Refugees, the Artists' Front to Win the War and the National ) .
Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax. Furthermore, Ellington reportedly volunteered his -
{ professional services for a concert held in 1944 in Carnegie Hall, New York, "
sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. He appeared at another
concert in 1947 sponsored by the National Council of American-Soviet Friend ship.
He also, accordi .an.article in the October 10, 1943, issue of !"The Worker," ,
Ean-—havic - Jr.,” Communist candidate for

Ellingtgn was born 4/29/99 at Washington, D. C.
— Py s gomasdd ) o164 34455
: : XNe'w ¢ U “NOX RECORDED
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S "’ CONFIDRNTIAL:
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Memorandum to , Zﬁ’ / QJ
RE: FIRST INTERNATIO JAZZ FESTIVAL

RECOMMENDA TION:

o Since the enclosed circular will no doubt be avai le through

= iublic news media and in view ofm b?C_
s and:.of . ngion, S recommended these 1lyers

a4 - |not be distributed, T : -
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o e e ey 22, 1964 |

- "DURE ELLINGTON  SEE REvERer cre -
? g U 400 Central Pk West SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR

. . ¢ RewYork Clity ADD. DISSEMINATION, .

. B ’ T ST o ‘,'1/"-7 ey eSS e e .
%a' ' ~ No investigation perfﬁnent to ionr inquiry has been

~ conducted by the FBI concerning the captioned individual, -

However, the files of this Bureau reveal the following
information which may relate to the subject of your name
check request, S . . A

. On May 12, 1938, the "Daily Worker," an east coast
communist newspaper, contained an article captioned *Harlem
Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Peace." The article reflected
that the first All Barlem Youth Conference would convene on
May 13, 1938. Duke'Lllington was listed as one of the Yrominent
endorsers o< the conference. In connection with the Al ‘
Harlem Youth Conference, the 1948 Report of the California
Committee on Un-imerican Activities reflected: "hothing .
more plainly revesls the fraud and dishonesty of the Communists
than the sinister stirring of antagonisms of one racial group
against snother..... Amon% the more conspicuous Communist~_
front groups in the Racia ...subclassification...{(is) All
Harlem Youth Conference." L .

1-7563-69X6 ' o '
(6 %%e)June-July. 1941, issue of the "West Coast
Volunteer.” a publication of the Henry Eaton Post of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, California, reflected -
that on July 26, 1941, the Holleood Chapter of the Veterans
6‘3 funds. The article reflected that Duke Cllington had appeared

——t

Y

TAINED

2 <N at the dancé. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has

.j== Ll VI been designated pursuaat t? Executive Order 10450, -
%! 100-7060-97 page 4) K o LN Ty L o
8 172] \g { R C:O'n..Ign')gem_ber-jlo;: 1941, a dinner was given at Ciro's /V
= 2 ?{%estaurﬁn@}fﬂbllyﬁpbdyﬂCaljfornla. under the auspices of the
RS ﬁ ~-“American Committee to Save Refugees, the Exile Writers .~ |
2e= > o Committee, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee. .
::' = The program for the dinner P sied one Duke Elfli +on af?. being
22— W | ’ 1 N - Lf A : -
2= = WWoriginal & 1 SECRET SERVICE~ 100 - 2 _. f{ yv' 3
eSS L A% Request Received-5/21/64 .8 - |
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Duke Ellington

“on the Committee of Sponsbrs fof the dinner. wThé American

- Committee to Save Refugees vas cited as a communist front by

the Speciel Committee on Un-American Activities in a report -~ -
~ dated March 29, 1944, The (alifornia Committee on Un-American
Activities in 1948 described the Exiled Writers Committee as
“an organization established by the communjst League of American
Writers to bolster the communist front, the American Committee
to Save Refugees. The Exiled Writers Committee was further
reported as having worked with other communist fronts and in
1942 merged into the Joint inti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The
United American Spanish Aid Committee has been designated
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. '

-7061-115 | '
(100 *ge report of the Special Committee on Un-American
Activities, United States House of Representatives, published
in 1944, reflected that the Artists' Froat to Win the War
made fts debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Hall, New York,

New York, oa October 16, 1942, Exhibit Number 1, set out in the

report, which appears to be a grogram of the above-~described
mass meeting, reflected Duke Fllington as one of the sponsors.
The Artists' Front to Win the War was cited as a commuinist front
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated March 29, 1944. :

(61-7582-1298 pa 7
( : 8n»J§n e2§,61943, the "Daily Worker® contained an
article captioned “-egro Tribute to Hit Back at Axis Plot Here*
which reflected that a "Tribute to Negro Servicemen” was to be
held on June 27, 1943, in New York, liew York. The article
reflected Duke ﬁllington was one of the artists who would be
Szesented. The tribute was supported by the Negro Labor Victory

mnittee and the National Negro Congress anogﬁ other organi-
zations. The Negro Labor Victory Committee and the National
%:ﬁro ggzggess have been designated pursuant to Executive

er N _

61-6728-A) : . T o T,
( bn October 7, 1943, the *Daily Worker" contained
an article captioned *¢ivic Leaders Endorse Davis.” The
article concerned Benjamin J, Davis, Jr., the Communist Party
candidate for city councilman in lew York City, The article _
reflected a "Davis Victory Show* was to be held on October 24,
1943, at the Golden Gate Ballroom in New York, lew York,
Duke Ellington was mentioned as one of the artists "who will
eai tribute to the Communist leader.® 0On October 10, 1943,
The Worker,” the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker,” con-
tained an article captioned "Ben Davis Candidscy Arouses i.at'l
Interest.” The article reflected: “From the world of art
this week came backing from,..Duke Lllington..."

(100-149163-A)
-2 -
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Duke Fllington

. A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised in 1944, that Duke Ellington
., had mailed out approximately 1500 letters on behalf of the
- National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax ard that the
committee had been receivin&ononey from the people he had
contacted., The California Coxmittee on Un-American Activities

- 1n 1947 described the National Committee to Abolish the Poll

. Tax as being among the communist front organizations for racial
agitation whic ' smoney-collecting nedia.‘éz b’ZL‘
(00-11507-204; ' S v

, At the na . ntion of the American Youth for
Democracy held in New York, Mew York, im 1946, the report of
the National Board was presented on June 15, f946. The report,
in reviewing activities of the American Youth for Democracy,
reflected that the "iribute to Fats Waller" held at Carnegie
Hall, New York, New York, in April, 1944, had been sponsored
bK the American Youth for Democracy. The report stated that
the meeting had turned into a "tremendous, spontaneous demonstrae-
tion 6f inter-racial unity.® The report further reflected that
Duke Ellington was smonz those fndividuals who joined with the
American Youth for Democracy in this event, The American Youth

for Democracy has been designated pursuant to Lxecutive Order 1045

(61-777-742-page 41) v

o B A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised in 1944 that on May 14, 1944

a concert was held at Carnegie Hall in New York, New York, under

the sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee.

The informant advised that Duke Ellington was among the persons

who volunteered their professional services for the concert,

The Joint Auti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been designated

pursuant to Lxecutive Order 10450. -
(100-7061-631)

On August 7, 1944, the "Daily Worker® contained an
article captioned ®"Stars Lead Coast Dem. Committee,® which
reflected that bandmaster-composer Duke Ellington waz a menber
of the executive board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee,
~a_The.regort~of~the California Committee on Un-American Activities -

in 1948 described the Holliwood Democratic Committee as a
- communigt front organized in 1942 o
(100-138754-A) - o ‘ '
: On Januar¥ 2, 1946, the "Daily ¥Worker® contained an
article captioned "Yugoslav Relief Opens 1946 Drive.® The
article reflected that the American ittee for Yugoslay
Relief opened its 1946 activities with a concert the preceding
evening in Mew York, MNew York. Duke Ellington was listed as
one of the sponsors of the concert,. The American Committee
for Yugoslav Relief, Incorporated, has becn designated
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
(100-212169-A) 3



Duke Ellington

On March 11, 1946, the "Washington Daily Mews®
contained an article captioned *Foliticians Eye Ickes New
Role of Prophet for 10 Million Voters,” The article reflected
former Secretary of the Interior Harold L, Ickes had become
executive chairman of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sclences, and Professions., The article reflected "some
notable Negro artists and authors are on his committee's
‘nation__ board of directors eor are vice-chairmen,m_Among thea .
are Duke Ellington, band leader,....* The Independent Citizens
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was cited as
a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-imerican
Activities, House Report Number 1954, . c ‘
(100-338892-41) - - . o
BT On May 5, 1947, the fBrooklyn Ea§1e,‘ a dajly news-
paper published in Brookiyn,lﬁev York, reflected that = pazaar
sponsored by the National Council of Americar-Soviet Friendship .
had opened with 8 variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City
Center Casino Ballroom, Rew York, MNew York, The article
reflected that Duke Eliington was one of the persons starring
in the concert. The National Council of American-Soviet .
Friendship has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
(100-146964-1301 page . ;
41821 B282 1. 1950, *The Leader,® a weekly
_magazivwe, contained an article coptisned "ho Red Songs For Me"
bi buke Fllington. A foreword bz the editors indicated that
the "Daily Worker,® on May 27, 1950, had first reported that
Ellington had signed the tockholm Peace Petition anl that &n
‘August 25 and 27, 1950, additional stories had been published
regeating the same false claim, It was also stated that '
Ellington, upon his return from a European tour, had re udiated
the allegations. In the article, Ellington denied signing the
etition and told of his efforts to get his name removed. The
,tockholm Peace Petition was *"Cited as Comminist" by the
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities in a statement
fesued July 13, 1950,
(100-370500-A)
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M3, Mldred Stegall
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)
“

Zet forth hercin 1; ghix reistii to 2 nagzber cf
enteriiners which mazy be of & 'tereot to you.

The cen‘.ral f es f the FBI reveal no pertinzii

@ the Marlboro Verniont Crcheoiro

The fingerprint fizo
Lo s b 2 g *"'

of tiz 1tantalcation Divi:icn C: e £ i Chliealn NO arrast otz identi-
fiabe with o

Ta e

R S

fololoticted RO Qac .LO G informmation ayailzlilz,

Attached are scparate memoranda rezarding the Robare

J ofire; 7 Ballet Cox:pany, Miteh Miller Men's Chorus ang the followinz

individuals: A ‘

A copy of this communication has not besn st to toz

the czclcsures bearing a classificotion are removed. A
:é ~. '_I By .
& ‘5’ g Sincersly yours,
Delvered to -1;1 e muu 2 .
n aif :
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February 19, 1968

ELLINGTON S5 ¢t 477 M&K//

A summary memorandum containing information
from our files regarding/captioned individual was furnished to the
White Bouse on May 26,/ 1965,

Since that time, information has been received that
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman, Student .
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program sponeored by the -
United Ministers on the Texas Southern University campus in October,
1966. Forman was to speak on the theme, "Black Power: A New
Religion?" _

The fingerprint files of the ldentiﬁcation Division of
_the _FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with Duke Ellington based @ =
upon background information submitted in connection with this name
check request. e e
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|
|
|

D
INFORMAT\ON CONTAINE
Q‘E\EKE\N IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE% Y———[—'-"’J}:
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HAME GHECK

" December 31, 1069

@ e KDVARD KENNEDY x@mrmrw | /i/?’/
. ' s Also Known As: ‘D v . S .
o Born: April 29,7188 = = . - ' o7

'aShington, D. c.»

- In response to your nané check request; rerei to a
summary memorandum captioned "Duke Ellington," dated May 322, o
1964, and sent to State (CU/CP) on ¥arch 20, 1966. (100-434443-3)

Since that time, information has been received that
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman,
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program
sponsored by the United Ministers on the Texas Southern University
campus in October, 18G6. Forman was to speak on the theme,
_"Black Power: A Nev Religiom?™ = (100-434443-4)

Original and 1 -~ STATE (CP)
Request Received -~ December 11, 1969
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and is
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of FBI investigative files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FB,Identification Division.
ingerprints are necessary for positive check.
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Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield

J
N,

Nes
\
wYe /=
N4 .
/3 F
-

’ | Deputy Assistant to the President - % A
The White House ' ; ~
Washington, D. C. 'l_\'LEIR INFORMATIOH COMTAINED 2R
‘R ; !! (! . : [
Dear Mr. Butterfield: EREIN S U QULASMF!ED ﬁ: -
DATE B e &
Reference is made to your name chedk request B
concerning Edward Kennedy (Duke) Ellington and some other . &
individuals. ,
Enclosed are separate memoranda concerning ! }
a the following individuals: 28
-t (’5 o O R - — e . o < N
ZRE Egward Kennedy (Duke) Ellington o I Y S
=8 g €
A i g
E? . This letter of transmittal may be declassified =
<< ) 1’when it is removed from the enclosure bearing a classification. -
:, - 5 ‘.. 4 ﬂ —
(AR © T Sincergly yours, S oo~ /2 .}/"/%" é
R ey - |
o ‘ﬁ‘vd“ C v
_ P 24/@{’ S Eﬂ" 15 .
: ki, o /13wl
e 5 ,.
Enc?& M) : - -
=4 1 ———— - § . Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (sent direct) ,
Celooch /
S Wolters ——— 1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures (sent direct)
h'Bishop P W
EZZ";'M __
e —
Gele e

FoEen e
Sullivan e R
Tavel e . .
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

] Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
{1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
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0-20 (Rev. 7-12-71) )

.

UPI-101 | {

(DUKE ELLINGEON) . \

WASH INGT ON -:Qﬂ&ﬂggLLIuﬁlﬂﬁ AND HIS ORCHESTRA WILL LEAVE NEV YORK
SEPT. 10 FOR A FIVE WEEK CONCERT TOUR OF THE SOV IFT UNION, THE STATE

_ DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY. | . o

THE TOUR, DURING WHICH THE MUSICIAN WILL CONDUCT 20 CONCERTS, IS
THE FIRST ONE EVER MADE BY ELLINGTON TO THE SOV IET UNION,

TAE CONCERT TOUR WILL BEGIN IN LENNINGRAD ON SEPT, 12 VITH A
PERFORMANCE IN THE OCTYASR THEATER. ELLINGTON WILL ALSO PERFORM IN -
HINSK, KIEV 'AND ROSTOV, AND CONCLUDE THE TOUR WITH CONCERTS IN
MOSCOW OCT. S~12. |
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